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Aligned Movement (NAM) inspired 
the establishment of the Beasiswa 

Kemitraan Negara Berkembang 
(KNB) scholarship in 2006. This 
scholarship is our way of supporting 
the development of human 
capital among the countries of the 
Global South. To date, the KNB 
scholarship has been awarded to 
1,608 international students from 
101 countries. These awardees were 
admitted to study programs of 

Foreword 
Minister of Education, Culture, Research 
and Technology (MoECRT)

Education is the most effective vehicle for elevating the dignity of a nation. 
Education gives students the skills and experience to be engaged citizens 
and contribute to the realization of a just and prosperous society. However, 
education across the world has been trapped in 20th century thinking for too 
long. It has not adapted to the challenges or needs of the present. Indonesia, 
as a representative of Asia and the Global South, and one of the most populous 
countries on the planet, needs to be at the forefront of a new education 
paradigm so that every person can have access to quality universal education.
We are working towards that lofty goal through the policy umbrella of 
Merdeka Belajar or Emancipated Learning. Merdeka Belajar is based on a 
simple principle ‘let teachers teach and let students learn’. In the name of such 
a simple principle, we have launched 21 policy programs ranging from funding 
for cross-sectoral research projects and cross-sectoral vocational courses to 
the launching of a culture and arts channel and fund. Through these policies 
and others we are building the foundations of an education system fit for the 
21st century and beyond, that is adaptive to the needs of the present and 
which prepares students to face the challenges of the future.

Merdeka Belajar is not the beginning of education transformation in Indonesia, 

Nadiem Anwar Makarim

Minister of Education, Culture, 
Research and Technology (MoECRT)

through Indonesia’s leadership in the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) in 1992, Indonesia 
has strived to work together towards a 
more equitable and prosperous future with 
our fellow developing countries. The Non-
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various scientific fields at Bachelor, Master, and Doctorate levels.

This e-book provides a valuable primer for prospective international students 
who are interested in applying for the KNB scholarship. To those of you 
considering applying to study in Indonesia, I hope that your education journey 
in Indonesia builds a lifetime of learning, personal growth, and friendship.
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Foreword 
Director General of Higher Education, 
Research and Technology

Internationalization of higher education is inevitable amidst the intensified 
globalization of ideas, information, and people. Universities globally must be 
ready to take part in international networks of higher education institutions, 
not as competitors but as collaborators for the sake of advancing sciences, 
technology, and eventually humanity. 

A central component of internationalization is international students. 
Accommodating international students at a university will not only increase 
the university’s visibility globally, but also speed up the internationalization of 
curriculum and other education infrastructure. It also enriches the academic 
career of both the international students and the domestic members of the 
academic community with intercultural communication and comparative 
outlook of higher education management.
 
As a form of Indonesia’s participation in the global network of international 

Nizam

Director General of Higher Education, 
Research and Technology

Ministry of Education, Culture, Research 
and Technology (MoECRT)

higher education, the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia has been committed 
to providing scholarships to international 
students to study at notable universities in the 
country. The scholarship, Beasiswa Kemitraan 
Negara Berkembang (KNB Scholarship), has 
been awarded to more than 1,600 recipients 
since its inception in 2006. Applicants 
went through a rigorous selection 
process before being selected to 
study for a Bachelor, Master or 
Doctoral degree at one of the 24 
university partners. During their 
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study, students can immerse themselves in Indonesian culture, language and 
social life. By doing so, they will not only develop their academic capacity, but 
also cultural, linguistic and life skills which will shape them to be culturally 
adaptable and socially aware professionals. 

This book on KNB Scholarship offers an overview of the scholarship, its 
achievements as well as brief profiles of the country, the scholarship partners, 
current students and alumni. It shall help prospective candidates in making 
informed decisions regarding whether or not they should apply for the 
Scholarship. 
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Foreword 
Director of Organizational Management,
Directorate General of Higher Education, 
Research and Technology

Embracing the sophisticated and beneficial era of digitalization in this new 
millennium, Indonesia has an important role to contribute in bringing progress 
and development to the world. The effort has been initiated since Indonesia 
came to be the leader of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1992, which has 
succeeded in pacifying the tensions caused by the cold war between the 
Western Bloc and the Eastern Bloc. Indonesia has succeeded in forming the 
third axis to accommodate developing countries’ aspiration to create a world 
of peace and prosperity. 
 
One of the meaningful legacies left behind by the movement is the Beasiswa 
Kemitraan Negara Berkembang (KNB) scholarship, which embodies 
Indonesia’s efforts to use higher education to improve the living standards of 
countries in Asia and the Global South initially, and the world eventually. The 
Government of the Republic of Indonesia, through the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Research, and Technology, continues to improve the quality of the 
KNB scholarship for international students from developing countries each 
year. Since 2021, 23 Indonesian universities have joined KNB and are offering 
scholarships for Bachelor’s Degree (S1), Master’s Degree  (S2), and Doctorate 

Lukman

Director of Organizational Management

Directorate General of Higher Education,
Research, and Technology

Degree (S3) in various scientific fields. KNB scholarship 
brings international students to the country, which can 
support the World Class University (WCU) program in 
Indonesia. 

In order to effectively and efficiently share information 
related to KNB scholarship, we compile this e-book, 

containing testimonies and success stories 
written by our alumni.  E-book is a practical 

medium that is suitable to promote the 
scholarship in the current digital era. We 
hope that the publication of the second 

edition of this e-book 
can inspire prospective 
international students 
from developing countries 
who plan to continue 
their higher education in 
Indonesia.
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Executive Summary

The Government of the Republic of Indonesia, through the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Research and Technology, has appointed 23 
prestigious universities in Indonesia to administer the Kemitraan 
Negara Berkembang (KNB) scholarship program. During 2006 - 2021, 
the scholarship has been awarded to 1,608 international students 
from more than 100 countries. The awardees pursued various fields 
of studies, comprising of Humanities, Engineering, Social Sciences, 
Natural Sciences, and Education. 
  
Before starting a degree program, KNB students have an opportunity 
to learn the Indonesian language or Bahasa Indonesia through the 
Indonesian Language for Foreign Speakers (BIPA) program for up to one 
(1) year at their respective home university. The compulsory language 
course is intended to help students in adapting to the new academic 
and cultural environment. During their study, they can further immerse 
in the linguistic and cultural diversity of Indonesia, which is one of the 
richest in the world.

In a nutshell, KNB Scholarship offers a valuable learning experience in 
the world’s largest archipelagic country to learn and experience life in 
diversity. After the program, KNB scholarship graduates are expected 
to apply the knowledge and skills they have gained during the program 
to contribute to the development of their respective countries and be 
the world’s future leaders. 

This book contains a comprehensive introduction of the KNB 
scholarship, starting from the program, success stories of the alumna 
and current students, as well as brief introductions to the administering 
universities. The success stories of the alumna highlight the role of the 
KNB Scholarship as a milestone in their career development and in 
strengthening the connection between their countries and Indonesia. 
Meanwhile, the current students share their experiences on how 
the scholarship helps them to fulfil their dreams to pursue a higher 
education degree and broaden their intercultural knowledge as well 
as international networks. Hopefully, these stories could inspire global 
youths to join the force as the world’s future leaders by building their 
intellectual pathways with the KNB Scholarship. 
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Arrival of KNB Students in Jakarta
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Introduction
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Introduction

Beasiswa Kemitraan Negara Berkembang, literally translated as 
Developing Countries Partnership Scholarship, also popularly known 
as KNB Scholarship, is a financial assistance for education offered 
by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia to prospective 
international students, especially from developing countries, to 
pursue a higher education degree (Bachelor, Master, or Doctorate) 
in one of the top universities in Indonesia. It is a fully funded 
scholarship which covers awardees’ return airfare tickets, health 
insurance, living allowance, research expenses, and other expenses 
as stipulated in the scholarship guidelines.

The history of KNB Scholarship is rooted in Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), which in Bahasa Indonesia is known as Gerakan Non-Blok 
(GNB). The scholarship was first conceived in the 10th Conference 
of Heads of States of NAM countries, 1st to 6th of September 1992, 
in Jakarta, the capital of the Republic of Indonesia. Hence, the 
scholarship was named as GNB Scholarship and began to be offered 
in 1993 to NAM member countries. The scholarship was Indonesia’s 
commitment to developing the human capital of NAM member 
countries.

As GNB Scholarship attracted a bigger global interest, the Indonesian 
government decided to broaden the scope of the scholarship not 
only limited to NAM member countries but also to all developing 
countries and officially renamed it as Beasiswa  Kemitraan Negara 
Berkembang (KNB Scholarship) since 2002. KNB Scholarship aims 
to build and strengthen people-to-people relations between 
Indonesia and the recipient countries. It is Indonesia’s contribution 
to nurturing future global leaders.

The scholarship has become very competitive, especially in 2021. 
268 awardees were selected out of thousands of applicants in a 
rigorous selection process. 
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Figure 1.1. KNB Scholarship Awardees by Countries 2021

The 268 awardees of the 2021’s scholarship came from 48 different countries 
in four continents.

Ghana

Syria

Botswana
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Figure 1.2. KNB Scholarship Awardees by University Partners 2021

The 2021 awardees were admitted in 23 partner universities, which are 
spread in Java, Sumatera, and Sulawesi islands.
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Figure 1.3. KNB Scholarship Awardees 2006 - 2021

The number of KNB awardees has been increasing every year since 2006, 
except in 2019. The scholarship selection was canceled in 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Yet, it was compensated in 2021, with the doubled 
number of recipients. In addition, 2021 marks the opening of doctorate 
program scholarship application.
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Figure 1.4. KNB Scholarship Awardees by University Partners 2006 - 2021

Centrally organized by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, 
the 23 KNB University Partners have been respectively hosting different 
cumulative numbers of KNB Scholarship awardees from 2006 to 2021.
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Figure 1.5. KNB Scholarship Awardees by Countries 2006 - 2021

From 2006 to 2021, a total number of 1,608 KNB scholarship awardees from 
98 countries in four continents and the Pasific have been granted the KNB 
Scholarship to study in Indonesia. 
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Figure 1.6. KNB Scholarship Awardees by Program 2006 - 2021

Among the total of 1,608 KNB scholarship awardees, 
1,506 awardees have pursued a master’s degree, while 
77 awardees have pursued a bachelor’s degree. With the 
new opportunity of pursuing a doctoral program in 2021, 
25 applicants were accepted as doctoral students.



KNB Scholarship     09

Figure 1.7. KNB Scholarship Awardees by Program 2021

KNB scholarship offers 3 degree programs, including 
bachelor, master, and doctorate program. Master’s 
programs hold the biggest portion of the awardees. 
whereas the same number of awardnees have been 
enrolled in doctorate and bachelor’s programs.

The year of 2021 also marks the widening scope of the 
scholarship to also include doctoral degree programs. 
The 2021 awardees consisted of 25 Doctoral (S3) 
students, 218 Master’s (S2) students, and 25 Bachelor’s 
(S1) program recipients (figure 1.6)
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KNB Scholarship offers an experience of studying in prestigious 
universities in Indonesia while living in one of the world’s most 
diverse and vibrant societies. By getting the scholarship, students will 
experience quality higher education programs. 

Their degrees will enhance their intellectual standing, develop their 
professional and cultural competencies, and open wider professional 
opportunities, a foundation for post-university success. Moreover, they 
will be able to enjoy first-hand experience of living in a multicultural and 
multilingual society by learning Indonesian language and immersing 
in the diverse Indonesian cultures. They will also be able to enjoy the 
beauty of the archipelagic country and the vibrant cultural diversity – 
from Sabang to Merauke.

Before starting a degree program, KNB students have the opportunity to 
learn Indonesian language or Bahasa Indonesia through the Indonesian 
Language for Foreign Speakers (BIPA) program for up to one (1) year in 
their host universities. The compulsory language course aims to assist 
students in their academic, linguistic and cultural adaptation process. 
As Bahasa Indonesia is also the official language and commonly used 
by Indonesians in their daily communication, in addition to various local 
languages in Indonesia, mastery of the language allows international 
students to interact with the wider Indonesian societies and promote 
the language internationally after graduation. 

In a nutshell, KNB Scholarship offers a valuable learning experience in 
the world’s largest archipelagic country to learn and experience life in 
diversity. After the program, KNB scholarship graduates are expected 
to apply the knowledge and skills they have gained during the program 
to contribute to the development of their respective country. They 
also act as international ambassadors of Indonesian noble values 
reflected in the country’s motto Bhinneka Tunggal Ika and Pancasila 
(Five Principles) in contribution to the world peace as future leaders. 
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Chapter II

Studying in Indonesia
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Studying in Indonesia

Indonesia is an ideal place to study, offering a well-rounded studying and 
living experience for international students. The country has a number of 
globally renowned universities, among which are partners of KNB Scholarship. 
It has one of the fastest-growing tertiary education systems in the world. 
Universitas Indonesia, Institut Teknologi Bandung, Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
and Universitas Airlangga are in the QS World University Rankings Top 500.

Both public and private universities in Indonesia are supervised by the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology. They offer bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees in various disciplines. You can select to 
major in areas that are pertinent to issues in developing countries, such as 
Environmental Economics, Education, Technology, Agricultural Science, Civil 
Engineering, Epidemiology, and many more. You can also learn from reputable 
faculty members at Indonesian universities who are rigorously trained to teach, 
conduct academic research, and perform community services. There are 
approximately 4,000 international students enrolled in our partner universities. 
Your interactions with them, as well as with the local students, will give you a 
global perspective during your study. 

Owing to its being one of the most 
diverse countries in the world, 
studying in Indonesia will enhance 
your soft skills in navigating 
differences and adapting to a new 
environment. The country is the 
world’s largest archipelagic country 
consisting of approximately 17,000 
islands from Sabang to Merauke. 
Entwined by the Indian Ocean and 
the Pacific Ocean, Indonesia is home 
to a total population of approximately 
260 million people with more than 
300 ethnic groups and over 700 
hundreds languages. Almost each 
of the ethnic groups speaks their 
own language or dialects, adding 
more colors to the country’s cultural 

KNB students playing the angklung
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richness. However, the national language, the Indonesian language or Bahasa 
Indonesia, is spoken by the majority of the people. In most big cities, people 
can speak English. Whilst Muslims make up the majority of the population, 
the multicultural country simultaneously promises the freedom of worship for 
people of other religions, such as Catholicism, Protestantism, Confucianism, 
Hinduism and Buddhism and other faiths categorized as traditional faiths. 
The nation’s motto Bhinneka Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity), sums up a true 
sense of tolerance that unites the Indonesian people. Indonesia definitely has 
a lot to offer for everyone pursuing a degree while experiencing living in the 
multicultural country. 

Indonesia also offers cultural and historic perks for students. There are famous 
tourist destinations that students can visit during long weekends or semester 
breaks to refresh themselves. Those who would like to slow down and indulge 
in the beauty of nature may be interested in visiting Bali, Lombok, Komodo 
Island, Mount Bromo, Ijen Crater, Karimun Jawa,  Raja Ampat and other 
tourism destinations in Indonesia. Those who would like to step back in time 
can wander around the city and explore the country’s architectural heritage 
in Toraja, Minahasa, Medan, Bandung, Yogyakarta, Semarang, or Malang, to 
name a few.
 
Indonesia is also known for its rich culinary culture. The food culture in Indonesia 
is rich in taste and variety, shaped by its colorful nature and history. Fresh herbs 
and spices such as onion, garlic, lemon grass, chili, pepper, nutmeg, and cloves 
are some of the main ingredients that make most Indonesian cuisines not only 
flavourful but also aromatic. Tourists are usually keen on having a taste of 
famous dish such as satay, nasi goreng, rendang, gudeg, gado-gado, etc.

Foto Makanan

Bromo mountain in East Java
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On top of these, Indonesia is also a highly cosmopolitan country. To name a 
few, in big cities like Surabaya, Jakarta, and Balikpapan, there are a number 
of both local-owned and foreign-owned multinational companies such as 
Unilever, Google, HM Sampoerna, L’oreal, Toyota, Mariott International, and 
others. On top of that, owing to the rapid emergence of new markets, about 
150 promising startup companies are now setting new paths in Indonesia, 
particularly those in FinTech sector. 

All things considered, Indonesia will always provide new adventures for visitors 
and particularly students who pursue an academic career in this country. The 
colorful culture and traditions found in the multicultural country will never 
cease in getting students to learn new things, and being a part of the esteemed 
educational institutions in Indonesia will surely be one of the most valuable life 
experiences.

First day with international family Exploring Bromo Mountain, East Java, with 
the KNB students community

Heading for an excursion
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Chapter III

Testimonies from Alumni and 

Current Students
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“What do Alumni
Say?”
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How KNB inspired me to 
Establish NovFeed for 

Sustainable Fish Farming and 
Food Security in Tanzania

I am Otaigo Elisha, from Tanzania, one of the founders of NovFeed. I was a 
recipient of KNB Scholarship to undertake a Master of Science in Natural 
Resource and Environmental Economics from IPB University. I would like 
to share my experience on how studying in Indonesia, supported by KNB 
Scholarship, has inspired me to establish NovFeed, a non-for-profit organization 
concerned with food security and sustainable fish farming, located in Dar Es 
Salam, Tanzania.

I must admit from the outset that my study in Indonesia has significantly 
contributed to my passion and desire to pursue innovative solutions for 
community transformation. During my time in Indonesia, I had the opportunity 
to travel to different provinces to see the contribution of fisheries sector 
to Indonesia’s development. I was interested in how fish farming could 
contribute to poverty alleviation in poor communities in Indonesia. The 
lessons I learned from Indonesia had opened up my mind on how fish farming 

Otaigo Elisha | TANZANIA

Master in Science in Natural Resource and Envi-
ronmental Economics, IPB University

has a great potential to become a key 
driver for food security and economic 
development in Tanzania.

In 2018, I decided to conduct a survey 
on Tanzanian fish farmers. The results 
of the survey made me realize that for 
poor fish farmers were very vulnerable 
because of the high cost of production, 
of which fish feed constituted 70%. It 
was simply unaffordable, unsustainable 
and not nutrient rich. Most feed is 
therefore mixed onsite in small batches 
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from local crops, which is both insufficient and nutritionally inadequate as 
farmers lack the knowledge, ingredients, recipes, and equipment needed to 
produce feed of a high and consistent quality. These results into lower yield 
of fish, less competitive fish, lower sales and overall return are not attractive.

That was why I decided to embark on a research to find out how Indonesia 
succeeded in fish farming and why fish feed in Indonesia was more affordable 
than in Tanzania. It was from my research that my colleagues and I decided to 
find alternative fish feed. In short, NovFeed was born out of Indonesia. NovFeed 
is now helping fish farmers to reduce production cost and produce healthier 
fish for community to consume, and eventually for food-secure Tanzania. 

KNB International Students
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I Love Indonesian Culture

I was a student at Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember (ITS), Surabaya, for 
two years pursuing a master’s degree in Electrical Engineering. During my 
study in Indonesia, I was fully supported by Beasiswa KNB from the Ministry of 
Education and Culture. Currently, I am a PhD Candidate in Electrical Engineering 
at Université Grenoble Alpes, France. Allow me to share my experience while 
studying and living in Indonesia. 

First, I would share my experience studying at ITS. I can tell you it is one of the 
best universities in Indonesia. In fact, globally, ITS ranks within the best <700 
in 2021. I was really impressed by the university’s learning infrastructure, which 
is so up to date. I could access many useful resources, both electronic and 
physical, to help me study and do research. Furthermore, I really appreciate 
the opportunities to learn many inspirational courses and from highly qualified 
professors. The knowledge and skills that I acquired during my study at ITS 
have undoubtedly helped me in my current career as a researcher. Moreover, 
my time studying at ITS would not have been enjoyable had I not been assisted 
by the friendly and helpful staff of the university. They were always present 
and ready to assist me every time I came to them for consultation and help, or 
just to chat. I am forever grateful for what they have done for me.

Certainly, it was not always rainbows 
and butterflies. I had difficulties in 
adapting to Indonesian food for the 
first time. I had an upset stomach which 
made me eat very little. Fortunately, 
time healed me. Gradually, I could 
adapt to the taste and spices. I began 
to appreciate the cuisine and I could 
eat more and more. Surprisingly after 
three months, I realized that I had 
gained more weight. I could expand 
my taste horizon.

Chhith Chhlonh | CAMBODIA

Master in Electrical Engineering, ITS
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Moreover, I love Indonesian culture. People are so friendly and always seem 
optimistic. They love smiling at each other. I did feel lonely for the first few 
weeks but being away from home and out of my comfort zone. Yet, later on, I 
made many friends from different countries. We had fun together enjoying the 
beautiful landscape of Indonesia during our holidays. I experienced firsthand 
the wonderful Indonesia’s tourism especially in Surabaya, East Java and Bali. 
In short, I had a lot of wonderful experiences and memories being a part of ITS 
big family and having experienced living in Indonesia.

KNB Students at A Cultural Event
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It Has Been A Journey Like No

I had never imagined studying in Indonesia before applying for KNB Scholarship, 
or during its early days it was called Gerakan Non-Blok (GNB) Scholarship. I 
had traveled to many places within Africa, South America, the Mediterranean, 
the Philippines, and Thailand. But never had I thought of Indonesia, let alone 
to study there. Everything at first was so foreign, from the climate, food, to 
language and culture. But, after being immersed in the culture and education 
system, I knew that Indonesia is a home away from home. I am currently 
an academic at Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), my host university while 
undertaking a master’s degree in Public Policy and Administration.
 
I was very excited to learn something new in an entirely new setting. I arrived 
in Jakarta almost midnight and by 1am at my temporary accommodation in a 
hot September of 1993. After a long flight, my travel mates and I were hungry. 
We ate what I learned to be nasi goreng, my first taste of Indonesian cuisine. At 
that time, I was unaware that nasi goreng, the national anthem of Indonesian 
cuisine, was spicy. My tongue was not in the same tasting wavelength with my 
host. After a while, I grew to like Indonesian food, especially after knowing that 
not all dishes were spicy, such as sop, which is basically the Indonesian way 
of terming ‘soup’. I was finally able to acclimate my tastebuds, and now I love 
Indonesian food. 

Muyanja Ssenyonga Z. Jameaba | UGANDA 

Master in Public Policy and Administration
Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM)

 
Like my taste adjustment that took time, 
my process of adapting to Indonesian 
culture, especially Javanese as I studied 
in Yogyakarta, also took time, patience 
and open mindedness. I had to manage 
my expectations in order to better 
adjust with the new environment. For 
instance, I did not know that I had to find 
a kos (a rented room). I thought I would 
be staying at a hostel or something 
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nicer. But I was also aware that receiving a scholarship was not about being 
pampered with lavish lifestyle. It was about being immersed in the life of the 
locals. Certainly, I had many reservations on the way people lived in Indonesia. 
But the admiration and excitement definitely triumphed.
 
The first semester studying at UGM was the most memorable and monumental 
in shaping who I am now. I spent my first semester studying Bahasa Indonesia 
and Indonesian cultures at the then Fakultas Sastra. It was fun. Maybe the 
hardest part was because I was homesick. But I got used to being away from 
home as time went by. 
 
With the great experience studying at one of the best universities in Indonesia, 
three years passed very quickly. And it was time to return to my home country 
as a proud scholar from an established university, and an alumnus of a 
prestigious scholarship.
 
I have been experiencing the best of both worlds – being an African studying, 
living in Indonesia, has helped me evolve personally and professionally. My 
exposure to African, especially Ugandan, values, norms, customs, and belief 
system allows me to offer different insights and cases into the way my subjects 
are taught in Indonesia, and the other way around. Without KNB scholarship, 
this would not be possible. Achieving my dreams with the scholarship was 
worth all the endeavors. 

International Student Summit (ISS)
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Growing Personally and 
Professionally with 

KNB Scholarship

My journey in Indonesia started with the BIPA (Indonesian Language for Foreign 
Speakers) program at the Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Indonesia (UI).  
This program had a significant role in introducing me to Indonesian culture 
and livelihood. I had never learned Indonesian before; it was something new 
for me. Therefore, I was anxious that I might have difficulties in passing the 
exams. Had I failed, I would not be able to join the master’s program. 

After a few weeks, it became clear to me that I did not need to worry at all, 
because I had the best teachers in the program, both professionally and 
personally. They taught me the language step by step so I could learn properly 
and thoroughly. With their guidance and my hard work, I passed the final exam 
with the highest result among my fellow scholars. 

The next step in my KNB Scholarship  journey was to join the Faculty of Law, 
Universitas Indonesia, to pursue my Master’s degree in International Trade Law. 
The main medium of instruction was Indonesian, meaning that all the teaching-
learning processes were conducted in Indonesian language. It was the major 
challenge I faced during my study. The fact that all the teachers and faculty 
members were very understanding and helpful had enabled me to withstand 

Meaza Haddis Gebeyehu | ETHIOPIA

Master in Laws in International Trade Law
Universitas Indonesia (UI)

the challenges and become a cum laude 
graduate. Speaking from experience, I 
can surely say that studying at UI as a 
KNB student has allowed me to grow 
personally.  During my study there, I had 
developed valuable skills to overcome 
challenges, and I became accustomed 
to working hard to achieve my goals. My 
experience has helped me to become 
persistent and resilient in life.
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Joining UI was the best opportunity I had  because it is one of the most 
prestigious universities in Indonesia and Southeast Asia. I am proud to be a 
master’s degree alumnus of such a highly reputed university. Being there has 
allowed me to also grow professionally as an academic. It has given me access 
to various research journals, university websites, and the most sophisticated 
and globally renowned lecturers at the Faculty of Law. My lecturers taught 
me not only academic matters but also how to have a good teacher-student 
connection.

Student Excursion
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Experiencing Many New Things 
as an Egyptian Girl in Indonesia

My name is Fatimah Gamal, a KNB Scholarship student at Universitas Islam 
Indonesia (UII), Yogyakarta. Before coming to Indonesia, I graduated from Al-
Azhar University, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Division of Fundamentals 
of Religion, Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Cairo, Egypt.
 
I started learning the Indonesian language from my friends at Smy former 
university, and then I joined the Indonesian Cultural Center in Cairo and learned 
the Indonesian language there for three years. During that time, I participated 
in the Indonesian Oratory Competition and won the first place. The prize was 
to travel to Indonesia for two weeks, visit the Presidential Palace and a lot 
of tourism places with many new friends from different countries. This was 
the beginning of my interest in and knowledge of the Indonesian culture and 
people.  This experience has helped me integrate more into the Indonesian 
culture when I finally came here again as a student earlier this year.

However, visiting Indonesia as a tourist was completely different from living 
here as a student. After I finished my bachelor’s degree in Egypt, I was 
accepted to  pursue a master’s degree in Indonesia with KNB Scholarship. At 
this point, I experience many new things as a girl in Indonesia,  a country which 
is completely different from Egypt. For example, my first experience of riding 
a motorcycle was in  Indonesia. In most Arab countries, girls are not allowed to 
or ride a motorcycle. Unlike in Indonesia, riding a motorcycle for girls is a sign 
of independence.

Fatimah Gamal | EGYPT  

Master in Islamic Studies, 
Universitas Islam Indonesia (UII)
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Consequently, by living alone away from my family in Indonesia,  I have 
learned to be independent and take more responsibilities. I need to develop 
and own many skills such as  managing my own affairs, and I became the sole 
decision-maker of my food, drink, housing, and other things that my family 
had always helped me with back in my country. Moreover, my circle of friends 
has expanded globally including fellow international students who study with 
me at UII and other neighboring universities. This friendly connection has given 
me the opportunity to learn about other cultures.

I cannot wait for more adventures during my study. The scholarship is a new 
field for me to challenge myself and achieve my goals, and perhaps it will 
inspire others who want to study abroad and achieve their goals. I ask Allah to 
grant success to all of us.

Celebrating the 73rd Indonesian Independence Day
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KNB Scholarship Fostered Me to 
The Next Level of My Academic 

Achievement 

Bathed in two cultures from childhood, moving around the world, experiencing 
different cultures, and discovering new horizons have always been my thing. 
What I was looking forward to is learning and experiencing new languages, 
lifestyles, and cultural life. Therefore, I chose Indonesia to be my destination. I 
found that Indonesia is a place where diversity, peace, love, and simplicity are.

I was privileged to obtain a KNB Scholarship to undertake my study at Universitas 
Negeri Malang (UM). Being an international student in lovely Indonesia was an 
exciting and rewarding experience. I got to know so many engaging students 
and exchanged different topics, not just about studies. During my period of 
study, UM conducted a number of national and international conferences and 
meetings, which offered me the opportunity to grow my network and explore 
the corporate world. UM was also a partner in international networking courses 
leading to a Master’s degree, a double degree, or international training. I have 
been involved in more than 32 conferences and meetings throughout my 
staying period in Indonesia. These engagements have improved my academic 
skills and experiences.

Shadi Emad. A. Alhaleh | PALESTINE

Master in Science in Accounting
Universitas Negeri Malang (UM)

Now I’m once again an 
international student, albeit in a 
different cultural context, China. 
The experience I got while studying 
at Universitas Negeri Malang (UM), 
supported by KNB Scholarship, 
gave me a lot of knowledge and 
soft skills that helped me continue 
my Ph.D. at the most prestigious 
accounting schools in Wuhan. KNB 
Scholarship, through UM, has laid 
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an intellectual foundation into my professional career as an academic who 
strives for excellence in my field of study. At the same time, it also has shaped 
my perspective that wisdom and positivity are prime in life. This explains 
my deep connection with Indonesia, and specifically with UM. I am a proud 
alumnus of UM and KNB Scholarship. 

Student Excursion
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Studying at UMM as a KNB 
Scholarship Awardee 

My experience as a student from Vietnam who was studying in the Indonesian 
Language Department in Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang (UMM), 
Indonesia, through KNB Scholarship has become an unforgettable experience 
for me.  One of the things that I felt very grateful for during my study as a 
KNB student at UMM is how I got to develop my personality from being shy 
into more open, approachable, and outgoing. Making friends with not only 
Indonesian students but also with other KNB students from different countries 
had allowed me to share about my culture and learn about others’, something 
that I found very enriching to me. Further, the different activities organized by 
the KNB program throughout my study also gave me opportunities to exercise 
my social skills by interacting with more and more people to the point where I 
realized how my network had expanded significantly. 

In addition to developing personally, the knowledge and skills I acquired during 
my study as a KNB student has also led me to my professional development. 
After graduating from UMM, I pursued a teaching career as a lecturer in Ho Chi 
Minh City Open University, something that I couldn’t feel happier to achieve. 
It is also from years of teaching practice during my study in UMM that I grew 
confidence in performing my task as a teacher in class. I furthermore truly 
find joy in sharing my knowledge on Indonesian language, culture, and history 

Hang Nguyen Thi Thu | VIETNAM

Master in Indonesian Language Education
Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang (UMM)

to my students, especially 
because my stay in 
Indonesia has really made 
me feel close to both 
countries, which definitely 
adds more meaning to what 
we learn in class.

I can’t be more thankful and 
grateful for the enriching 
experience I have had and 
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for all the people I have crossed paths with through the KNB Scholarship, as it 
really left an impact on me. As a teacher I am happy to take my part as a bridge 
between Indonesia and Vietnam and inspire my students to take their part as 
well in the future. 

Performing in an intercultural night
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Studying in a Heaven on Earth

My name is Hend Farouk. I come from Egypt, which is very far from Indonesia. 
Many Indonesians are unaware of Egypt and its culture. Sometimes, I 
encountered people who hold stereotypical perspectives of my country - that 
the common mode of transport was camel and the country was mostly desert. 
In such a situation, I always tried my best to convince them that Egypt is more 
than just camels and desert. 
 
Well, I was one of the lucky applicants of the KNB Scholarship, a fully funded 
scholarship provided by the Indonesian Government. I was enrolled in the 
master in linguistics at University of Muhammadiyah Surakarta (UMS), Surakarta. 
I stayed in this peaceful, beautiful, friendly and lively city for three years (2015-
2018). In those three years, I formed a lot of friendships, sisterhoods, and shared 
special bonds with all the nice people who never hesitated to offer me help and 
to make life easier for me there. In the first year, I took an Indonesian language 
course and completed it with satisfactory results. In the following two years, I 
started working really hard on my master’s degree. Alhamdulillah, due to hard 
work and unwavering support given by my professors, my classmates, and 
the international office of students of UMS, everything was facilitated and I 
managed to graduate with honors. I was also granted the award of the best 
graduate in 2018. 

Hend Farouk | EGYPT
 
Master in Linguistics Studies
University of Muhammadiyah Surakarta (UMS)

 
It was a very rich experience for 
me from all aspects. I got to know 
different traditions, and cuisine. I also  
visited beautiful and mesmerizing 
tourism attractions that I never 
thought would ever exist in any part 
of the world. Let me tell you, if you 
were one of the people who got the 
chance to visit Indonesia, you will get 
to understand that there is really part 
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of heaven existing on earth. If you are one of the people who love nature and 
can fall in love with it, then definitely Indonesia is the perfect place for you. 
 
 
It was a sad day for me to go back home, but still it was the time to make use 
of what I learned and to be a cultural bridge connecting Egypt and Indonesia. 
Now, I work as a translator from Indonesian language into Arabic and English 
and vice versa. I am so happy that I was one of the lucky applicants who got 
the chance to unveil the secret and hidden beauty of Indonesia for three years. 
I am always grateful to Indonesia, my friends, UMS, and all the people who 
were always there to lend me a hand. I wish I can go there again one day and 
meet all my dearest and precious friends. I just wish that UMS will develop 
more and more and achieve great success all the time. Thank you UMS, thank 
you Indonesia.
 

Partipating in a cultural carnival
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A Path to Become a Skillful 
Researcher

I was thrilled with my experience as a student at Universitas Diponegoro (UNDIP), 
especially at the Department of Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, 
because of the important skills I have obtained there. Through international 
and national seminars and public lectures organized by the Department of 
Civil Engineering, I was able to acquire relevant skills on how to do research 
and write good scientific papers.  In addition, the workshops organized by the 
University has also taught me a lot on how to conduct research. 

These research and writing skills have enabled me to write four scientific 
articles when I was in Indonesia, one of them was  published in the International 
Soil and Water Conservation Research journal, another one was published by 
Atlantis Press, and the other two were published in IOP Conference Series: 
Earth and Environmental Science. On top of this, I was awarded the second 
best paper presenter at the 2nd International Symposium on Transportation 
Studies for Developing Countries (ISTSDC) that was held in Kendari, South 
East Sulawesi, Indonesia, with the following theme: The Integration of the 
Base Systems for Road, Sea, Rail and Air Transportation to Support Regional 
Development and Community Welfare of Developing Countries. 

Niyomukiza John Bosco | UGANDA

Master of Civil Engineering, 
Universitas Diponegoro (Undip)

As quoted from Henry David Thoreau, 
“Success usually comes to those who 
are too busy to be looking for it”. I 
felt that my hard work was paid off 
when I graduated cum laude. I was 
also awarded as the student with 
the highest CGPA in Master of Civil 
Engineering in the university’s 157th 
Graduation Ceremony.   
    
After finishing my studies at UNDIP, 
I came back to Uganda and was 
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appointed a lecturer position in the Department of Civil Engineering of the 
International University of East Africa. My research experience obtained from 
UNDIP helped me secure the position as the research coordinator in the 
Faculty of Engineering, Ndejje University. Besides lecturing, I also worked in 
the field as a site engineer at Kagel Engineering Company Ltd, a contracting 
firm in Uganda. 

I would like to express my special gratitude to Kemitraan Negara Berkembang 
(KNB) Scholarship for giving me the opportunity, the international office 
(IO) staff, administrators both at Civil Engineering department and Faculty 
of Engineering, UNDIP, for the respectable and friendly services offered to 
me.  I am appreciative to all the lecturers both at Master of Civil Engineering 
and those who had taught me the Indonesian language and culture. They 
did such a tremendous work. Studying at UNDIP had opened doors for me to 
pursue further studies. I am currently studying for a Ph.D in Civil Engineering 
and Technology at SIIT, Thammasat University, Thailand.

I will always remain thankful for and proud of my alma mater. Long live KNB, 
long live UNDIP, long live Indonesia, and long live Uganda!

Student Orientation
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Learning Valuable Life Skills 
while Studying in Indonesia

Based on my experience, I can testify that Indonesia is one of the best countries 
in the world to visit. With its rich history and culture, Indonesia is currently 
becoming one of the top destinations for international tourists and students. 
My overall experience in Indonesia as a student is positive.

In September 2016, I found myself in a country that is big and impressive. I 
came to the country with support from KNB Scholarship. This scholarship has 
taken me into new adventures abroad, brought me into a new environment, 
and expanded my horizons. Being in Indonesia was my first experience as a 
minority, and this has changed my perspective of the world. I no longer took 
things for granted and I began to take full advantages of any opportunities and 
resources at my disposal. 

Universitas Padjadjaran, where I studied, has a large community of students 
from local regions and abroad, giving me the opportunity to meet people from 
different backgrounds and cultures. During my study there, I made countless 
friends from all over the world including the USA, Australia, Germany, China, 
Japan, Mozambique, Uganda, Namibia, Zimbabwe, as well as South Africa. This 
has broadened my international connections. I was able to build     invaluable 
relationships with them and create life-long friendship. Some connections can 

Mahmoud Ali Mussa | TANZANIA

Master of Applied Economics
Universitas Padjadjaran (Unpad)

even lead to career opportunities, 
including internships, job offers, 
and business partnership.

KNB Scholarship has I helped me 
develop valuable life skills needed 
for personal growth, including inde-
pendence and adaptability. These 
skills would later give me an added 
boost of confidence in my personal 
and professional life. 
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I had a great opportunity to work on my cultural competencies. I learned to 
become more sensitive to other cultures, and adapt to new situations. At first 
it was hard for me to understand things, but I then learned to adapt, and I 
became more tolerant to differences.      

Quickly adapting to a new environment in Indonesia has honed my self-
reliance and resilience. Going through small tasks, like going to the doctor, and 
larger issues, like learning how to negotiate with a professor or understanding 
a different culture’s management styles in a daily basis can help me become a 
more capable person.

As I was reflecting on my time in Indonesia with Beasiswa KNB, I realized that 
I have improved several valuable skills such as leadership, communication, 
and cross-cultural awareness skills. In terms of leadership, three years in 
Indonesia have taught me how to lead and inspire people around me and 
establish stronger relationships with them. I learned this when I had to work 
on countless class projects with a group of international students. In terms of 
communication s kills, I have developed a strong proficiency in written and 
spoken Indonesian. Because of this I was appointed as a part time Indonesian 
language teacher at the Center for Foreign Language, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

In short, studying abroad was an experience that I have always looked forward 
to and can now always look back on with no regrets and only fond memories! 
I will definitely go back to Indonesia.
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Studying in Indonesia Through 
the KNB Scholarship Program 

has Truly Impacted My Life 
Positively

My name is Uchenna Collins Agbarakwe. I’m from a small city called Owerri, 
Imo State in Nigeria.

I studied Management in Bachelor degree at the prestigious Imo State 
University and I worked a modest job soon after I graduated. However,  I knew 
I really needed to upgrade my skill and expand my knowledge in order to get 
a better dream job.

God’s willing, a friend of mine introduced me to KNB Scholarship, a fully-funded 
scholarship program in Indonesia. I applied and luckily I was selected to study 
Master’s in Management at the prestigious Parahyangan Catholic University, 
Bandung, Indonesia.

Studying in Indonesia through the KNB scholarship program has truly impacted 
my life positively. It was a major turning point in my life personally. I was able 
to push myself beyond limits in adapting to the lifestyle and culture of the 
Indonesian people; to be able to have a reasonable understanding of the 
people, which made me pick up Bahasa Indonesia in no time.

Uchenna Collins Agbarakwe | NIGERIA

Master’s in Management, 
Parahyangan Catholic University

Before moving to Indonesia to study, 
I had never been outside my country 
or very far away from my family and 
friends. So coming to Indonesia was 
a new adventure and phase. I swiftly 
unlocked my adaptability powers. I 
adapted really fast to making new 
friends, getting used to the Indonesian 
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cuisine and language. Even though at first, the language and way of life of 
Indonesians seemed really different to me,  I could still spot some similarities 
which made me feel at home, though I can’t deny feeling homesick a couple 
of times.

During our Bahasa Indonesia program, a couple of students quit the program 
because they couldn’t cope with the language, culture and other factors. This 
didn’t discourage me at all. Instead it made me more determined to succeed 
in Indonesia. I became more independent and trusted my abilities to learn, I 
started trying to interact more with the locals. I used to stay at teh university 
dormitory but then moved into a Kos-kosan or lodging house which helped me 
become more independent and interact more intensively with locals. 

KNB Scholarship has tremendously increased and improved my international 
network because I had the opportunity to meet, study, interact and bond 
with so many individuals from various countries with diverse backgrounds 
and beliefs. I would say I have made more genuine connections of friendship 
during my stay in Indonesia, and I have been in touch with them until now. I 
joined some communities consisting of International students and expats such 
as the hiking group named “THE HASH”, and I’m still actively communicating 
with them.

I would forever be grateful to KNB Scholarship for giving me such an opportunity 
of a lifetime to live and study for my Master’s degree in Indonesia and above 
all, become a better man and a manager now.

Graduation Cermony
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A Connection I will Forever 
Cherish

My experience of being a recipient of KNB Scholarship was beyond my initial 
expectation. I can proudly claim that Indonesia is my favourite country for 
studying and living. 

First and foremost, it is the hospitality and care. Indonesian people are very 
friendly. That was my first impression and it has never changed. Even after 
leaving Indonesia upon the completion of my study at Universitas Sebelas 
Maret (UNS), I still get questions “Apa kabar mas Aboy?”, “Kabarnya gimana 
sekarang?” from friends and comrades who are still in Indonesia. I believe 
they are genuine questions on my wellbeing and an indication that they still 
remember and care about me.  . The sincerity displayed by Indonesian people 
has somehow changed me to be more empathetic and certainly friendly to 
others. The caring and hospitality are also ingrained in the services offered by 
the staff of UNS at any level. I am forever indebted to them. I was able to enjoy 
living in Solo and studying at UNS mostly because they took care of me really 
well. During my stay in Indonesia, I also travelled to several tourism areas in the 
country, within and outside Java island.

I am a proud alumnus of UNS. The education that I experienced at the 
university has connected me with the world. I found that my academic 

Aboyitungiye J.Baptiste | BURUNDI

Master of Science in Economics, Universitas 
Sebelas Maret (UNS)

horizon has widened as UNS is 
such an internationally reputable 
university. The faculty members are 
mostly of international standing, and 
the infrastructure is international-
student friendly. I found that English 
was widely used at the university, 
which helped me a great deal 
especially during the early period 
of adjustment and also in catching 
up with the courses. In addition, 

Graduation Cermony
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being an internationally reputable university, UNS is also an interest for many 
international students. During my study, I had the experience of interacting and 
making friends with many international students. We participated in various 
academic and cultural activities and workshops. Through these interactions 
and connections, I could develop my cultural adaptability skills, which are a 
prime skill of the 21st century. 

Having graduated from UNS with the support of KNB Scholarship, I am 
very confident in both my academic and cultural skills. I can now apply the 
knowledge that I obtained from Indonesia to develop my community and more 
widely my country, Burundi. With no delay, after getting my Master diploma 
approved by the Ministry of Education of Burundi, I got a job as a lecturer at 
the Burundi National University. With my qualification, I have been asked to 
teach at several different private universities too. I am very content with the 
intellectual pathway that I built through KNB Scholarship. I can confidently 
look into myself and find the ‘someone’ whom the world can benefit from. 

As I mentioned, Indonesia is very dear to me. I still make Youtube videos about 
it and use Bahasa Indonesia from time to time. I don’t want to lose connection 
with the country and the people that have made me who I am now. If you are 
curious how I still maintain the connection with Indonesia – the language, the 
culture and Solo in particular, you can check my Youtube Channel: Aboy Harto
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Growing Stronger with 
Pencak Silat

In 2014, I started my education at Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI) 
through the KNB scholarship majoring in Sports Education, while studying 
Indonesian language at the UPI Language Center. During my stay in Indonesia I 
used to be invited by the Indonesia Volleyball Federation to officiate Volleyball 
Proliga Indonesia 2015 in Bandung and was a representative of international 
referee from Laos to officiate the 16th ASEAN University Games in Palembang. 
Before receiving the KNB scholarship, I received an Art and Culture scholarship 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and stayed in Surabaya for 3 months. Since 
then, I gained my interest in Indonesian culture, especially Indonesian martial 
arts:  Pencak Silat and Tarung Derajat. After completing my education in 2017, I 
returned to Laos and worked at Sport Science Centre under the auspices of the 
Laos Ministry of Defense and is responsible for three sports: Secretary General 
of Lao National Pencak Silat and Shorinji Kempo, and Deputy Secretary General 
of Lao National Volleyball Federation. I am currently preparing for Lao National 
Pencak Silat team to participate in the 31st SEA Games in Hanoi, Vietnam in 
May 2022.

Through the KNB scholarship, I gained a lot of meaningful & memorable 
knowledge of martial arts, especially pencak silat. I studied Pencak Silat and 
Tarung Derajat with a Boxer and has a plan to build a training center in Vientiane 
capital. 

Thipphongphat Manivong | LAOS

Master of Sports Education
Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI)

The experience of adapting to 
Indonesia was not too difficult 
because I like many things about 
Indonesia, particularly the language 
and cuisine. I also learned a lot 
from my lecturers and friends in 
Indonesia on how to maintain good 
social relations and engage in fun 
activities, such as hiking, traveling, 
learning Madura dance, singing 
Surabaya song Rek Ayo Rek, playing 
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traditional Gamelan and Angklung. I used to perform Indonesian music and 
dance for Indonesia National Chanel at Yogyakarta University Hall. 
 
Studying in Indonesia has given me various career opportunities. The 
knowledge from my study allows me to contribute to sports development 
in Laos, for example preparing for the Olympics and general training. Luckily, 
my efforts paid off. Laos got 1 silver and 2 bronze at the 18th Asian Games in 
Jakarta-Palembang 2018, 2 Bronzes for 18th World Pecak Silat Championship 
in Singapore 2018, 1 silver, 4 bronzes for the 11th ASEAN School Games at 
Semarang, Indonesia 2019, 3 silvers, 3 bronzes for the 1st World Beach Pencak 
Silat Championship at Phuket province, Thailand 2019 and 2 bronzes medal 
for the 30th SEA Games in Philippine in 2019. I also succeeded in establishing 
cooperation between the Laos Ministry of Education and the Indonesian 
Embassy in the field of sports and culture in providing uniforms and funds for 
the Laos Pencak Silat team. In addition, my proficiency in speaking Indonesian 
allows me to become a referee, team manager, interpreter and translator. 
In 2014, I helped a coach from the Timor Leste team to communicate with 
technical delegate for the 16th ASEAN University Game 2014 in Palembang.

IACS and KNB scholarship enable me to strengthen my international 
connections. I was able to meet a lot of new foreign friends from more than 50 
countries around the world and learn Indonesian Art and Culture together. I also 
gained a lot of knowledge from foreign students and established connections 
through the International Student Association (ISA) which I was appointed as 
the president. It was also an excellent opportunity for me to introduce Laos to 
the world.

Outstanding student award
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“What do Current 
Students Say?”
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Broadening Networks 
while Studying Business 

Administration

Coming from Madagascar, a developing country with low growth potential 
in both socio and economical aspects, I had never thought that I would ever 
stand a chance to go as far as pursuing a further study in a country as rich as 
Indonesia. However, the Beasiswa KNB scholarship made it possible for me to 
experience living as a student in Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB), Indonesia. It 
is definitely one of the experiences that I am very grateful for in life. 

Living abroad for the first time was certainly not easy for me, but through the 
years I found myself getting accustomed to the ways of Indonesian people 
and culture. It also amazed me how some aspects of Indonesian culture are 
similar to those of my culture, that is Malagasy culture. At the end of the day, 
I grew to be much more culturally knowledgeable due to my experience living 
in an environment as diverse as Indonesia. 

My academic life at ITB as a student of Master in Business Administration 
has also made me grow academically as I am gaining a broader outlook in 
understanding Business Administration. Studying the dynamics of Indonesia’s 
economic growth has certainly equipped me with new perspectives in terms 

Bezoky Cynthia Melisse | MADAGASCAR

Master in Business Administration
Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB)

of business management styles and administrations, all 
of which would be very important for my future career. 

On top of that, my social life at campus couldn’t 
have been better. I never knew that I would be 

able to make friends with so many people from 
different nationalities, from whom I learned a 
lot about their culture. All in all, I am hopeful 
that with the knowledge I gain and the global 
network I’ve established here, I will be able to 
make a difference in my home country. 
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Pursuing My Academic Dream 
in Indonesia

Since high school, it has been my dream to study at reputable universities 
abroad. With immense gratitude, I thank God and all concerned, especially 
my university’s administration, namely Universitas Atma Jaya Yogyakarta 
(UAJY) and the Informatics Department, for granting me this opportunity 
to pursue my Master’s degree as I dreamed. I acknowledge the valued 
support of the Kemitraan Negara Berkembang (KNB) Scholarship. Due to the 
gotten opportunity, I have improved my life, inspired by many things I have 
experienced in Indonesia. During my stay in Indonesia, I learned to understand 
myself and improve my knowledge by visiting several places to understand 
Indonesians and what I could learn from them. I was motivated while seeing 
how young Indonesians are trying to survive by working and creating jobs to 
leverage their compatriots’ welfare in the years to come.
 
I understood that having a diploma is to improve our knowledge. But nowadays, 
the young generation must do is to create jobs, apply what we have learned 
in universities to reduce the unemployment rate in our countries, and be our 
boss. Culturally, I learned to socialize with the Indonesians, who are very kind, 
friendly and humble. My Indonesian friends contributed to my studies by 
giving me explanations for what I did not understand because of the challenge 
of the language, whether on the side of my lecturers or my classmates. My 

Igor Didier Sabukunze | BURUNDI

Master in Informatics Engineering
Atmajaya University Yogyakarta (UAJY)

sincere thanksgivings go 
to all my lecturers for their 
encouragement and assistance 
through guidance for the 
achievement of becoming a 
Master in the coming months. 
I learned to work alone and 
in a group. I am also happy to 
have improved my Indonesian 
language because of the local 
friends I made. I expanded 
the number of friends from 
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different countries I made while in Indonesia. Back in my native country, I 
will try to apply what I learned in Indonesia to develop my country and my 
compatriots.

Igor in A Cultural Excursion



KNB Scholarship     47

My Story of Being a Recipient of 
Beasiswa KNB

Being a recipient of Beasiswa KNB to study at Universitas Brawijaya, one of the 
top universities in Indonesia, has in many ways been a life-turning point to me. 
It has shaped me personally, nurtured my cultural adaptability as well as  my 
independence, and expanded my international network.

I may have been in Indonesia in person for less than a month when I wrote 
this story, but I can already feel that I have learned Indonesian more through 
direct interactions with the people, with the daily usage of the language and 
also with being personally immersed in the culture. I experience firsthand 
Indonesian cuisine, like the delicious Ayam Goreng and Nasi Goreng, which I 
had never tasted before. I also get to explore the beautiful scenery of Indonesia. 
In addition, I was surprised to find that Indonesia is not only diverse, but also 
cosmopolitan. Not only have I met and made friends with Indonesians, who 
are themselves diverse ethnically and religiously, but I have also befriended 
with people of various nationalities. My rich interaction with these people 
and immersion in the culture have definitely helped me develop my cultural 
adaptability and my independence, as well as expand my network. These soft 
skills definitely will come in handy when I get into the workforce.

Academically, I have also been immersed in wonderful academic culture which 
has been supportive of my goal in attaining a master’s degree in Economic 

Alith Jacob Majok Ayuen | SOUTH SUDAN

Master in Economic Science
Universitas Brawijaya (UB)

Science. I really appreciate the 
opportunities to get to know with 
brilliant professors in my field 
and learn from them. With great 
education infrastructure, including 
fast internet and labs, I get to learn 
new computer skills and take part in 
various skill trainings which will be 
useful in my future career in South 
Sudan and beyond. 
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Once I finish the degree and return to South Sudan, I will be able to be the 
cultural, academic, and even economic bridge between Indonesia and South 
Sudan. I can advocate and personally take part in the bilateral and people to 
people relations between Indonesia and South Sudan. Economically, I can see 
myself open up investment opportunities for Indonesian in South Sudan. Last 
but not least, I will strongly advocate for Indonesian higher education to my 
fellow South Sudan citizens and other international students seeking academic 
opportunities.

With those I would like to thank KNB Scholarship for the opportunities given 
to the young generation of poor and developing countries to undertake 
personal and professional development in Indonesia. I will forever cherish the 
experience. 

Alith During A Student Reception
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Become the Ambassador of 
KNB Scholarship 

My name is Abubakar Tarawally, from Sierra Leone, West Africa. I am one of 
the KNB Scholarship awardees for the 2021-2022 academic year, admitted into 
a Master’s program in Epidemiology at the Universitas Airlangga (Unair). This 
scholarship offers academic opportunities to developing countries. Applying 
for this scholarship, I made a lot of background checks on the academic and 
research excellence of all the universities involved in the KNB Scholarship. Unair 
came up strongly as one of the best nationally and internationally reputable. 
Being admitted at Unair, I had a lot of expectations coming to Indonesia. 
Honestly, Unair and the KNB Scholarship have exceeded all my expectations.
 
Furthermore, Unair has proven to provide modern learning facilities and a 
conducive environment that help students reach their full academic potential. 
The support from the administrative staff of Airlangga Global Exchange (AGE) 
is second to none. They provide a range of programs that keeps you updated 
with issues in and around the world. Students also learn about the history, 
culture, and traditions of Indonesia. With the rapid growth of the Unair in 
research and academic excellence on the global stage, I strongly recommend 
that they keep pushing to meet the global needs and encourage the Indonesian 
Government to keep supporting this big dream.   

Abu Bakar Tarawally | SIERRA LEONE

Master in Science in Epidemiology
Universitas Airlangga (Unair)

I am optimistic that upon completing 
my studies at Unair, I will have acquired 
all the necessary skills and experience 
to help serve humanity and be an 
ambassador to help connect Unair, KNB 
Scholarship, and Indonesia with the rest 
of the world.
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My Journey from Gambia to 
Indonesia

I will, first of all, express my sincere gratitude to KNB Scholarship and Unesa for 
making this possible. I was thrilled to learn of my selection for this honor, and 
I am deeply appreciative of the scholarship.
 
Being immersed in an entirely new cultural setting is scary but exciting at the 
same time. It is an opportunity to discover new strengths and abilities, conquer 
new challenges, and solve new problems. Being separated from family and 
friends was not easy, especially for me, because I was so attached to my 
parents. Unfortunately, my dad passed away months before I came. Saying 
goodbye to my younger sister and mother at the Banjul International Airport 
was one of the boldest decisions I had ever taken. I knew I would miss the 
meals, conversations, and laughter we shared at home, but the memories we 
created would help me get through the hard times. 
 
Traveling with friends from Gambia, Ghana, and Doha to Jakarta was exciting 
but also emotional as I wanted my dad to witness this milestone achievement. 
Being a go-getter, I strive to be strong and am fully committed to accomplish 
my degree and my life goals to make a difference. 
 
I arrived in Jakarta on the 16th of February, 2022 and had to go under a five-

Matty Senghore | GAMBIA

Bachelor of Science in Communication Science, 
Universitas Negeri Surabaya (Unesa)

day quarantine at Fave Bandara Hotel. 
Then I proceeded to Surabaya, where 
I met welcoming and friendly people 
from Unesa. After a welcoming party, I 
headed to the dormitory and began a 
new chapter in my life. 
 
I had worked as a journalist before 
applying for KNB Scholarship. Indeed, I 
aspired to be an international journalist 
and own a PR company. But my dreams 
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were dashed when my father passed away. Losing the breadwinner of the 
family was quite crippling. I had to think of a way to make my family’s life 
better. And I thought higher education overseas could offer a solution. So, I 
signed up for KNB Scholarship to study Communication Science at Unesa, and 
I could not be prouder of my decision. I could brush up my communication and 
journalism skills for a better future.
 
Studying in Indonesia, precisely at Unesa, is like a global experience. I have 
gotten the opportunity to meet different people from different countries, and 
looked at the world differently.  I am able to better understand and tolerate 
differences. Furthermore, I appreciate the opportunity to learn about a vastly 
different culture. 
 
Studying at Unesa has taught me the importance of time management, 
responsibility, self-confidence, and personal skills development. 
 
I believe when I return to my country, I will stand out, and better opportunities 
will come my way because future employers will know they have an employee 
who is open-minded, resourceful, and flexible to adapt to a different 
environment. It is believed that students who have studied abroad are 
more enthusiastic, energetic, and adjustable. Investors will want to invest in 
someone who has international experience and education because the trust 
factor is higher than others.

Matty Preparing for an interview
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Exploring a Second Home 

Before arriving in Indonesia, I was aware of its great biodiversity. It is a 
multilingual and multicultural country, having around 718 languages and more 
than 1,128 ethnic groups. I was very excited to be in such a place, being exposed 
to such a culture will help me learn a lot of new things.  
 
My journey to Indonesia with KNB Scholarship is different from studying 
abroad for a week or two. Being an exchange student for a short period of time 
will only give a glimpse of another culture. But by being a full-time student, 
I am staying for a longer period of time. This has allowed me to be totally 
immersed in the way of life of my host country. I learned to see the world from 
a new perspective as I explored every aspect of Indonesia, my second home.
     
I did not realize it at first but then I felt touched after a few weeks, when the 
waiter in my regular café already knew my name and remembered what my 
regular order.  I went around the neighborhood and explored the place little by 
little until I found my favorite coffee shop or a perfect place to spend countless 
rainy afternoons in Indonesia. I also started to pick up on the little quirks and 
local idioms, which made me feel a sense of belonging. Just as I learned to 
speak like the locals, I learned to read between the lines and understand the 
body language and gestures typical of the Indonesian culture. The more local 
slangs I learned, the deeper my connection with my new home became. These 

Andrea Sofía Alemán García | HONDURAS

Bachelor in Marine Science
Universitas Hasanuddin (Unhas)

little things have made my stay 
in Indonesia very enjoyable. 
 
Aside from making a new 
home, I am also growing 
personally. I have learned a lot 
of valuable life skills. Getting to 
know a new culture and society 
has not only strengthened my 
communication skills but has 
also increased my self-esteem. 
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Making new friends and learning how to manage a budget have made me 
a more confident person. I felt that I have become a better person on this 
journey. 

Andrea Participating in a cultural event
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More Professional, International 
and Religious with KNB 

Scholarship

My name is Nurtilek Kadyrov from Kyrgyz Republic. I studied my bachelor’s 
degree at Universitas Negeri Semarang (Unnes). Currently, I am pursuing my  
master’s degree at the same university.

Becoming an International student at Unnes helps me realise and improve 
several characters about myself such as strong religious faith in Islam, 
confidence, trustworthyness, personal growth, cultural behavior  and ability to 
live in an entirely diverse culture.

When I came to Indonesia for the first time, I learned and appreciated different 
kinds of traditional food  and drinks for example Nasi Padang (Rendang) which 
is my favourite, Nasi goreng , Lumpia, Mie Ayam Bakso, Soto Kudus , Wedang 
Jahe and Es teler.

In terms of Islamic/religious traits, the majority  of Kyrgyzstan people are 
muslims but not all of them practice it the way it should be. Meanwhile, 
Indonesian people are more committed to islamic teachings and practices. 
After living in Indonesia, I have personally learned to pray five times a day as 
the first pillar of Islam, fast during the month of ramadhan, and a lot more.

Nurtilek Kadyrov | KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

Master in English Education
Universitas Sebelas Maret (Unnes)

With KNB Scholarship, I have also 
learned how to prioritize my needs 
and choices based on the allowance 
provided. I have learned financial 
discipline of what to spend on and 
what not to spend my money on and 
improved my personal behavior into 
adulthood. 

While in Indonesia I have met many  
people from different parts of the 
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world, for example: Africa, Russia, America ( USA), Australia, European countries 
and of course many Indonesians. During my bachelor’s degree program, I got 
an opportunity to do my KKN (community service) in one of the villages in 
Semarang called Mijen where we did a community outreach on sanitation and 
hygiene. The local people there were kind and hospitable. 

Professionally, my speaking and writing skills in English have also improved 
compared to when I started learning English as a second language. I have 
also been able to learn and communicate in Bahasa Indonesia which for me 
is a great achievement towards my profession. I also believe that I could be a 
good English teacher. Furthermore, the process of preparing my assignments 
and presentations has been helping me improve my computer skills. I can also 
confirm that my time management skills are now well brushed. 

Nurtilek Showing His Student’s hand-drawn batik
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My Education, Innovation and 
Acculturation

My name is Khamsone LORXAYPAO. I am a student from Laos. Currently, I am 
studying at Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta (UNY), majoring in Mathematics 
Education. I am a recipient of KNB Scholarship in 2019. 

The first course I took during the program was an Indonesian language course. I 
started learning the Indonesian alphabet, grammar, peer-to-peer conversations 
with teachers, taking Indonesian listening classes and practicing with my 
classmates on campus, as well as going on to gather information elsewhere. 
Studying Indonesian language with the principles of language learning has 
allowed me to improve my Indonesian language skills in many aspects, such as 
reading, having a discussion with the teachers and classmates, writing useful 
conversations over the phone or email, and more. The Indonesian language is 
important to help me with communication in learning, researching textbooks 
or other documents in the curriculum, and assignments from teachers who 
taught me to enhance my professional development. 

In addition, I have also learned about the beautiful culture of Indonesia. I 
studied at the museum on campus and practiced making handicrafts that are 
unique to Indonesia and have special characteristics of Yogyakarta. Moreover, I 
also learned and practiced traditional dance.  I believe that  Indonesians should 

Khamsone Lorxaypao | LAOS

Master in Mathematics Education
Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta (UNY)

inherit the beautiful and impressive 
culture for future generations to study 
and research. 

Since I arrived in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 
I have been well taken care of by the 
university through the International 
Office. I have been assisted with 
academic, living, health, and other 
support. In addition, the financial 
assistance provided by the scholarship 
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every month has allowed me to live a more comfortable life. KNB scholarship 
has helped me to have enough money, time, and opportunity to study. My 
study also allows me to develop international connections between friends 
from all over the world. We have exchanged lessons and cultures with each 
other. My Indonesian friends also help me when problems arise. Through KNB 
Scholarships, Lao people and students are more connected and integrated, 
making Lao students more interested in this scholarship. Moreover, the 
scholarship offers a good service and administration to international students.
During my study in Indonesia under the KNB Scholarship, I also got the 
opportunity to learn the Indonesian education system which is different 
from my country such as a teaching method that allows students to think 
and innovate more. I believe many of which should be taken as lessons and 
could be applied in my country. In addition to bringing in technical knowledge, 
I will take the skill of knowledge gained from the advice of teachers and all 
my friends to develop myself and advise my department to be aware of the 
differences in Indonesia and in Laos to learn the best practices on suitability 
and modernity.

Learning to write an article or a research paper or thesis is also one of the most 
important factors for my teaching profession as a teacher has to look for issues 
that arise in the teaching and find the best possible solutions. Therefore, it 
allows me to learn how to conduct research and develop myself to be able to 
apply it in the real profession. 

I will continue to promote KNB Scholarships to my colleagues in Laos. Finally, I 
would like to express my deep gratitude to the KNB Scholarship Board, as well 
as UNY, for their continued support, encouragement, and good care.

At the library
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Chapter IV

University Partners
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01
INSTITUT 

PERTANIAN BOGOR

02
INSTITUT 

TEKNOLOGI BANDUNG

Founded in 1963, IPB is a state-run agricultural 
university with the aim of strengthening food 
security, promoting bioenergy, protecting the 
regional environment, alleviating poverty and 
promoting scientific research benefiting in the 
future of mankind. Carrying the tagline “Inspiring 
Innovation with Integrity”, IPB encourages the 
creation of various innovations and discoveries 
that benefit the community.
sps@apps.ipb.ac.id
Website: https://ipb.ac.id/
Phone: (+62251) 8628448

Starting as De Technische Hoogeschool te Bandung 
in 1920, the oldest technical school in Indonesia, 
Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB) was founded 
on March 2, 1959. Currently, ITB has 12 Faculties/
Schools and a Graduate School, 128 study programs, 
111 research groups, 25 centers, 7 research centers, 
and 7 centers of excellence.
Website: https://www.itb.ac.id/
iro@itb.ac.id 
Phone: (+6222) 2504282
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03
INSTITUT  TEKNOLOGI

SEPULUH NOVEMBER

04
POLITEKNIK ELEKTRONIKA 

NEGERI SURABAYA

As one of the leading universities in the field of 
science and technology in Indonesia, ITS provides 
more than 200 programs with various fields of 
study for the world’s future greatest minds. Located 
in Surabaya, ITS is equipped with great learning 
facilities and taught by prominent professors in 
science, technology, maritime, and business.
Website: https://www.its.ac.id/ 
intladmission@its.ac.id 
Phone: (+6231) 5994251

Politeknik Elektronika Negeri Surabaya (PENS), 
was established in 1988 as a project grant from the 
Japanese government. PENS engages in the field 
of Emerging Technology. By carrying the motto 
“Bridge to the Future”, PENS makes an effort to 
produce students that are creative, innovative, and 
competitive. PENS has four departments: Electrical 
Engineering, Informatics & Computer Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering and Energy and Creative 
Multimedia Department. 
Website: https://www.pens.ac.id/  
pico@pens.ac.id 
Phone: (+62315) 947280
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05
UNIVERSITAS 

AIRLANGGA

06
UNIVERSITAS ATMA 

JAYA YOGYAKARTA

As one of world class universities in Indonesia, 
Universitas Airlangga provides a global academic 
cultures with the touch of local wisdom for 
international students.
Website: https://www.unair.ac.id/
head.intservice@global.unair.ac.id 
Phone: (+62315) 966864

UAJY is a private university established on 
September 27, 1965 under the patronage of Saint 
Albert Magnus. The name of “Atma Jaya” is taken 
from Sanskrit, means a superior soul. UAJY has 
12 regular study programs and 5 international 
study programs for Bachelor degree, and 7 study 
programs for Master degree.
Website: https://www.uajy.ac.id/
kkp@uajy.ac.id / kkp.kerjasama@uajy.ac.id 
Phone: (+62274) 487711 ext 2111
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07
UNIVERSITAS 

BRAWIJAYA

08
UNIVERSITAS 

DIPONEGORO

UB is recognized as one of the top ten (10) leading 
universities in Indonesia with international 
reputations indicated by reputable achievement 
such as ranked 401+ among universities in Asia 
and other prestigious ranks. UB has 8 diploma 
programs, 77 bachelor programs, 42 master 
programs, 23 doctoral programs, 18 specialist 
programs, and 9 professional programs.  
Website: https://ub.ac.id/
io@ub.ac.id 
Phone: (+62341) 551611-125/557923

UNDIP is one of the best, and oldest universities 
in Indonesia. UNDIP has been home to more than 
54,000 students and is ranked in the Top Ten 
National Universities. The University also gained 
its reputation worldwide i.e Top 400 THE WUR for 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Top 1000 
QS WUR. Undip has 14 International Undergraduate 
Programs (IUP), 52 Undergraduate programs, 19 
Master’s programs, and 14 Doctoral Programs. 
UNDIP has 11 official faculties and 2 schools.
Website: https://www.undip.ac.id/ 
io@live.undip.ac.id 
Phone: (+6224) 7465402
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09
UNIVERSITAS 

GADJAH MADA

10
UNIVERSITAS 

HASANUDDIN

UGM was officially established on December 
19, 1949 as a public university. Now, UGM has 
18 Faculties, one Postgraduate School, and one 
Vocational School. The academic activities of UGM 
are expressed in the form of Three Pillaars of higher 
education consisting of Education and Teaching, 
Research, and Community Service.
Website: https://www.ugm.ac.id/ 
admission@ugm.ac.id 
Phone: (+62274) 6492049

UNHAS was established on 10  September  1956. 
Universitas  Hasanuddin  has  consistently  strived  
for academic  achievements, research  and  synergy 
aligned  with  the  goal  of  an  international  standard 
learning  institution. Universitas Hasanuddin 
offers 159 Study Programs across 15 Faculties and 
Postgraduate Program. In Indonesia, Universitas 
Hasanuddin is at 3rd of National Rank Universities.
Website: http://unhas.ac.id 
Email: direducation@unhas.ac.id
Phone: (+62411) 584002



64    KNB Scholarship

11
UNIVERSITAS 

INDONESIA

12
UNIVERSITAS 

ISLAM INDONESIA

Universitas Indonesia (UI) is a comprehensive 
state university covering a wide range of scientific 
disciplines. The university consists of 14 faculties, 2 
graduate schools and vocational programs.  UI was 
founded in 1849, representing a long-established 
higher education institution in Asia. Located in the 
capital of Jakarta and urban green area of Depok, 
UI campus offers vibrant academic life. 
ui-intlscholarship@ui.ac.id 
Website: https://www.ui.ac.id/ 
Phone: (+6221) 78880139

Established in 1945, Universitas Islam Indonesia (UII) 
is the pioneer national university in Indonesia with 
long-standing contributions in education, research, 
and community engagement. UII is consistently 
ranked as one of the leading national universities in 
Indonesia. UII is also proud to be fully accredited by 
international accreditation boards for our selected 
undergraduate programs
Website: https://www.uii.ac.id/
io@uii.ac.id 
Phone: (+62274) 898410 ext. 2201
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13
UNIVERSITAS 

KATOLIK PARAHYANGAN

14
UNIVERSITAS 

MUHAMMADIYAH MALANG

Founded in 1955, Universitas Katolik Parahyangan 
(UNPAR) is ranked 6th among private universities 
and 32 among all universities in Indonesia. At 
present, UNPAR runs 7 faculties: Faculty of 
Economics, Faculty of Law, Faculty of Social and 
Political Sciences, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of 
Philosophy, Faculty of Industrial Engineering, and 
Faculty of Information Technology and Science.
Website: https://unpar.ac.id/
io@unpar.ac.id 
Phone: (+6222) 2032576 ext. 10075

Since 1964, Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang 
(UMM) has been consistenly giving positive impacts 
for environment through research and community 
engagement. UMM also has been accredited a 
prestigious rank as Unggul in 2021. Most of the 
study programs at this private university were also 
accredited of A rank.
Website: https://umm.ac.id/
iro@umm.ac.id 
Phone: (+62341) 460435 ext. 374
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15
UNIVERSITAS 

MUHAMMADIYAH SURAKARTA

16
UNIVERSITAS 

NEGERI MALANG

Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta (UMS) is a higher 
education institution under the Muhammadiyah 
association which was established on October 24, 
1981, as a form of change from IKIP Muhammadiyah 
Surakarta that was established in 1958. UMS has 12 
faculties, 17 graduate programs, 35 undergraduate 
programs, 8 professional programs, and 15 vocational 
programs.
Website: https://www.ums.ac.id/
int.office@ums.ac.id 
Phone (+62217) 7851685 ext. 1707

Universitas Negeri Malang (UM), one of the top 15 
universities (1st cluster) in Indonesia, is committed 
to offering excellence in learning innovations. 
UM always strives to produce excellent future 
educators and professionals by strengthening 
its research and international networks. UM 
welcomes prospective international students of 
KNB Scholarship to 59 undergraduate, 33 master’s 
and 16 doctoral programmes in 8 faculties. 
Website: www.um.ac.id/en; oia.um.ac.id 
Email: oia@um.ac.id
Phone: +62821-3413-4620
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17
UNIVERSITAS 

NEGERI SEMARANG

18
UNIVERSITAS 

NEGERI SURABAYA

UNNES becomes one big university that perceives 
its vision as a conservation-insightful and 
internationally recognized university. UNNES 
highly encourages scientific culture and students 
advancement along with strengthening their 
characteristics. UNNES has kept on sustaining 
excellence to be an institution that has commitment 
to improve human resources for nation supremacy 
and contribution for mankind.
Website: https://unnes.ac.id/
io@mail.unnes.ac.id
kerjasamaln@mail.unnes.ac.id 
Phone: +62818450203 dan +628164882981

For many years, UNESA has developed a character to 
be a university with excellence in both educational 
and non-educational science programs. UNESA has 
seven faculties to cater undergraduate students 
and twelve faculties under the postgraduate level 
of study.
Website: https://www.unesa.ac.id/
kpipasca@unesa.ac.id 
Phone: (+6231) 99424048
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19
UNIVERSITAS 

NEGERI YOGYAKARTA
Established on 21 May 1964, Universitas Negeri 
Yogyakarta (UNY) has seven faculties and one 
graduate school with approximately 28,000 
students. UNY ranks 201-250 in the QS World 
Subject Ranking in Education and Training and 
ranks 2 among the education universities in 
Indonesia. It organizes teaching and learning, 
conducts research, and disseminates technological 
and sciences.
Website: https://www.uny.ac.id/
oia-pps@uny.ac.id 
Phone: (+62274) 550836

20
UNIVERSITAS 

PADJAJARAN
Universitas Padjadjaran is one of the top 10 
universities in Indonesia with the highest number 
of applicants for five consecutive years. With 
its excellent researches, human resources, and 
partnerships with various global institutions, 
Universitas Padjadjaran focuses on giving 
impacts for sustainable development through 
preserving environment, empowering people 
and strengthening the cultures of West Java. 
Website: https://www.unpad.ac.id/
international@unpad.ac.id 
Phone: (+6222) 84288888 Ext. 1101
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21
UNIVERSITAS 

PENDIDIKAN INDONESIA

22
UNIVERSITAS SEBELAS 

MARET SURAKARTA 

Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI) is one of 
a few selected Indonesian public and reputable 
universities. UPI has education as its true colour 
or core business. Formerly a teacher’s college, this 
comprehensive university currently offers diverse 
fields such as educational sciences, education-
based disciplines, religion, humanities, and social 
sciences. In 2022, the QS-WUR by Subject Education 
and Training lists UPI in #201-250 (globally) and #1 
(in Indonesia)
Website: www.dia.upi.edu 
Email: admission@upi.edu
Phone (+6222) 2013313

Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS), is a state-owned 
university located in Surakarta/Solo, Indonesia. 
We strive to improve the quality of education and 
research by establishing three centers of excellence 
in science and technology that integrate education 
and research in the fields of science, technology, 
and social studies.
Website: https://uns.ac.id/
pascauns1@gmail.com 
Phone: (+62271) 632450
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23
UNIVERSITAS 

SYIAH KUALA
Universitas Syiah Kuala (USK) is one the oldest and 
largest public universities in Indonesia in Banda 
Aceh. Established in 1961, USK has been developing 
into one of the best Indonesian universities, gained 
Accreditation A from the National Accreditation 
Board for Higher Education (BAN-PT) and 
internationally recognizable (9th position from all 
Indonesian Universities in Webometrics.
Website: https://unsyiah.ac.id/
oia@unsyiah.ac.id 
Phone: +6285391956828

24
UNIVERSITAS 

TELKOM
Telkom University, as the Best Private University in
Indonesia, delivers technology-based educational
opportunities at the undergraduate, graduate, 
and post-graduate levels, spanning 7 faculties and 
40 study programs. We encourage our academic 
community to actively involved in the development 
of technology, science, and art.
Website: https://telkomuniversity.ac.id/
info@io.telkomuniversity.ac.id
Phone: +6281321123400
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